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Merging architecture, design, economics, and environment…DR+A has been
creating elegant, functional, and viable design solutions for almost twenty years. Our
design efforts range from infill development to major planning, landscape, architecture,
and design projects.

DR+A is a full service planning, architecture, and real estate services group offering a
comprehensive range of services to both the public and private development
communities. Having worked in nearly every state in hundreds of cities nationwide,
and around the globe, we have been involved in every aspect of development. DR+A
creates memorable spaces where people want to live, work, play and grow.

Our Mission
Having the innovation, creativity, and the passion for developing strong, sustainable 
and livable places, DR+A addresses the needs of our clients. Our team understands 
the complex issues that are involved in development and more importantly we 
understand how to work with these issues to create strong, vibrant, enduring places.

DR+A is organized to encourage the creative process and collaborate at all levels and
in all places. Our passion for merging architecture, design, economics, and
environment is based in this interactive, integrated, and iterative design process. We
share these values both among our team members and with our clients. Our
articulation of them result in designs that are beyond our client’s greatest expectations.

DR+A - Introduction
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DR+A adheres to the theory that there are three sources of form. The first is human
needs, more specifically the personal requirements of the client. The second
comprises the technology of materials, construction, and plants, including maintenance
and a whole range of form determinants. The third is a concern for the spatial
expression, which goes beyond the mere satisfaction of requirements and into the
realm of fine art.

All projects begin with the systematic investigation of existing social, ecological, and
geological conditions and processes in the landscape. The land provides the context
for the objects placed upon it, such as buildings, roads, parks, and courtyards. We
believe that the garden can become an extension of the house, an outdoor living room
that transitions to the landscape beyond. Understanding the relationship of these
objects to the land and to each other is at the core of our work.

DR+A creates elegant and functional design solutions. Mr. Robbins considers every
project to be a unique and specific challenge to our creative capabilities. The ultimate
goal is to create solutions that are beyond the client’s greatest expectations.

“There are no mysterious ‘musts,’ no set rules, no finger of shame pointed at the 
gardener who doesn’t follow an accepted pattern. Landscaping is not a complex and 
difficult art to be practiced only by high priests. It is logical, down-to-earth, and aimed at 
making your plot of ground produce exactly what you want and need from it. 

The direction in which to move will be determined by the desires of the people who 
expect to find happiness in their gardens. Happiness will come by adding as much beauty 
and by eliminating as many irritations as possible within the limits of the problem. The 
limits of the problem will be the restrictions and opportunities of the site and the ability of 
the owner and designer to overcome or make use of them.” —Thomas Church, from 
Gardens Are For People

DR+A - Philosophy
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David Robbins is an accomplished planner, urban designer, and landscape architect
with almost twenty years of experience helping both the private and public sector
address complex planning, design and development challenges.

Mr. Robbins received his Master of Urban Planning, as well as, his Master of
Landscape Architecture from Harvard University and his Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

The recipient of numerous local, regional and national planning awards, his work
focuses on helping clients to reach their goals and creating environments that
incorporate the numerous environmental, economic, and social dynamics at play. Mr.
Robbins’ efforts range from simple landscape plans and interior design to major
planning and design projects both domestically and globally. David has served as lead
designer for a number of high profile works including: various urban design, campuses;
streetscapes, mixed-use developments, retail centers, golf, resort and residential
developments, as well as private residences and plazas.

Merging architecture, design, economics, and environment, Mr. Robbins creates
elegant and functional design solutions that are memorable places were people want
to live, work, play, and grow.

David I. Robbins AICP, RLA, LEED

DR+A - Biography
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DR+A Residential

The development of a master plan is a fine blending of artistic
and scientific principals that our team applies to the planning,
design and management of both the natural and built
environments. The master plan first defines the overall
concept and arrangements of spaces that can later be refined.

As an artisan, our team utilizes plants, ground planes, and
building elements as paint upon the land as canvas. The
master plan defines the broad brush strokes and highlights
around which development will be implemented.

Scientifically, our team looks at horticulture, soils, water
systems, utilities, grading and many other elements to
implement these broad brush design. The scientific elements
speak to the buildability and long term viability of the master
plan.

Whether it is a master plan for a residential, retail, campus, or
mixed use project, DR+A provides master plans that deliver
dynamic live, work and play environments where people want
to be.



Private Client – France
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Private Client – France
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83 Old Pond Road – Great Neck, New York
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32 Dutch Lane – Marlboro, New Jersey
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3 Bly Court – Great Neck, New York
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3 Bly Court – Great Neck, New York
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DR+A Residential Landscape

Merging architecture, design, economics, and environment…
DR+A has been creating elegant, functional, and dynamic
design solutions. Our team focuses on taking our clients’ ideas
and wants turning them into a beautiful design of reality.

Our team begins with an in depth reconnaissance and site
analysis that establishes the opportunities and constraints for
the site. Working with our client our designers flush out initial
themes and concepts, which are refined into a preferred
concept. The team moves forward with developing the
preferred plan and generates details for construction. DR+A
manages the process and coordinates consultants throughout
the design and development.

DR+A’s experience in high end residential design is
unparalleled. Our team designs landscapes, pools, sport courts
and other amenities that seamlessly blend across our sites. Our
articulation of these elements result in designs that are beyond
our client’s greatest expectations.
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Private Residence – Atherton, California
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Private Residence – Woodside, California
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Kabis Residence – New Jersey
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Private Residence – New Jersey
Before

After
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DR+A Multifamily Residential

DR+A has worked both domestically and internationally on a
variety of residential projects. Our work spans numerous
residential building typologies and construction methodologies.
Our portfolio includes: low, medium, and high density urban
residential, single family homes, townhomes, senior living, and
student housing.

Our team begins by establishing an overall framework for
development. Designers then place structures to establish
edges and define spaces. We then carefully craft the spaces
both between and within the buildings to maximize the users
experience. It is this attention to detail and the relationship of
spaces that defines our work.

DR+A works with our clients in developing memorable
communities with a unique sense of home. These
environments offer a place for people to live, work, play, and
grow.
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Addison Circle – Texas
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Addison Circle – Texas
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Legacy Town Center – Texas
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Legacy Town Center – Texas
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Skymark Development – New Jersey
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Skymark Development – New Jersey
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Flatbush Gardens – New York



DR+A

1700 Webb – New Jersey
Before

After





DR+A

DR+A Plazas & Courtyards

People are drawn to activated spaces, no matter the size of the
project. Creating a sense of place can simply mean enhancing
the pedestrian experience by adding furniture, umbrellas,
canopies, piped music, paving, fountains and planters. The
addition of benches for adequate resting spots invites
customers to linger and enjoy themselves. Plazas and
courtyards serve as gathering points. Whether it is just to meet
someone and continue on or linger and have a bite to eat,
plazas and public spaces serve to create the third place where
people go to besides home and work.

Whether it is a plaza, public space, promenade improvement or
open space, DR+A is there to help you make the final product
an attractive and comfortable environment where people want
to be.
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Miscellaneous Courtyards & Plazas
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The Inn at River Ranch – Louisiana
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44th Drive – New York
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999 Peachtree – Georgia
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St. Patrick’s – New York
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DR+A Contact Information

DAVID ROBBINS + ASSOCIATES

David Robbins AICP, RLA, LEED
144 Iron Ore Road

Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

Phone: 404.441.0072

web: www.dradesignstudio.com
e-mail: drobbins@dradesignstudio.com


